
 

Commercial Fisheries Individual Assistance Grants  
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
 
Do I need to live in the City of Kenai? 
 
Yes, your primary residence must be within the City of Kenai. An applicant can maintain 
a vacation home out of town or out of state, but their primary residence must be in 
Kenai. 
 
 
What if I come to Kenai every year to fish but live most of the year elsewhere? 
 
You would be ineligible for the grant. Similar to the Alaska Permanent Fund dividend 
program, an applicant for the City of Kenai CARES Act grant must maintain their 
primary residence in the City of Kenai and spend the majority of the year as a resident 
of the City of Kenai. 
 
 
How can I prove residency in the City of Kenai? 
 
As needed, the City of Kenai grant review team will request and look at voter 
registration records, Alaska Permanent Fund dividend records, utility accounts, rent 
receipts or mortgage payments, or other such proof of residency. A mailing address in 
the City of Kenai is not sufficient proof of residency. 
 
 
Does it matter where I fish in Alaska? 
 
No, what matters is that you are a Kenai resident for the City grant program. You could 
fish in Cook Inlet, Prince William Sound, Bristol Bay, or anywhere else in Alaska. 
 
 
How can I prove I met the requirement for $10,000 in landings in 2019? 
 
The City of Kenai grant program requires that permit holders show proof of landings 
totaling at least $10,000 in 2019. You can provide either fish tickets for landings 
delivered on your fisheries permit(s) or a copy of your post-season adjustment (“retros”) 
issued by the seafood buyer(s). 



 
 
If I hold multiple permits, can I qualify for multiple grants? 
 
No, it is one grant per individual, regardless of how many permits an individual may 
hold. 
 
 
What if multiple members of the same household each hold their own permit(s)? 
 
Each permit holder could be eligible for their own $2,000 City of Kenai CARES Act 
grant, so long as each permit holder had $10,000 in landings on their own state 
permit(s) in 2019. Permit holders within the same household may not share or spread 
the value of their landings with other family members in order to bring the other permit 
holders up to the $10,000 requirement. 
 
 
What is the amount of the grant? 
 
The City this summer provided $1,000 grants to eligible permit holders. The City Council 
on Oct. 7 increased the amount to $2,000. New applicants will receive $2,000, and 
permits holders who received $1,000 in the first round will automatically receive a 
second $1,000.  
 
 
Are crew members eligible? 
 
No, only Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission permit holders are eligible for the 
grant. 
 
 
Do I have to provide proof of financial harm from the COVID-19 public health 
emergency? 
 
No, the City is not requiring receipts or invoices, but applicants are required to describe 
how the public health emergency has affected their fishing income, such as lower prices 
due to decreased customer demand related to business shutdowns and stay-at-home 
orders, or additional operating expenses to meet public health and safety guidelines. 
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